BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

with a sword, slaying all the royal princes. He became
stricken with leprosy, "his flesh, parting by degrees from
the Bone, peel'd offin Flakes. In the Height of his Phrenzy
he would tear his Hands and Arms with his Teeth."

The court nobles put their heads together and decided
to liberate Mahmoud's cousin, Acheraf, and to offer him
the throne. His first wise act was to behead Mahmoud.
He ruled strongly. Cunning, he pretended to offer the
crown to Husein or to his absentee son Tahmasp. Husein
refused for himself, and would not answer for Tahmasp,
who advanced with a large army to Teheran, where Acheraf
hoped to confine him, but Tahmasp avoided the issue.
Enraged, Acheraf sacked the city and slew man, woman,
and child, ravishing Qum and Sava on his way back to
Isfahan.

Meanwhile Persia's neighbours had not been idle.
Turkey and Russia seized their opportunities and advanced.
Acheraf was obliged to sue for peace in 1725, leaving the
whole of western Persia in the hands of the Turks. Mean-
while Tahmasp had been joined by five thousand Kurds
and Afshars, under Nadir Kuli, the Slave of the Wonderful,
who was destined to achieve fame as a great Asiatic con-
queror. Seizing Khorassan they finally put Acheraf to
flight, but not before he had murdered Husein.
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